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Target 13: By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants 

and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild relatives, 

including other socio-economically as well as culturally 

valuable species,  is maintained, and strategies have been 

developed and implemented  for minimizing genetic erosion 

and safeguarding their genetic diversity. 

 

 

ConGRESS aims to bring ‘wild’ genetic diversity into the 

mainstream of European policy and management 

decision-making… 

 

 

www.congressgenetics.eu 



ConGRESS 
• Conservation Genetic Resources for Effective Species Survival 

(www.congressgenetics.eu) 

• EU: Coordination and Supporting Action 
(Supporting); 2010-2013 

• Specifically: To provide a user-friendly information portal to 
promote effective communication about biodiversity policy and 
management needs, and to enable the quick access of relevant 
genetic information 



ConGRESS 



ConGRESS & EU BON 
• Synergy: ConGRESS is about being more effective in 

conservation by involving policy makers and managers 

• Lessons: 

• ConGRESS stands or falls by how we engage end-users 

– Identification and engagement of key workshop 
participants 

– End-user ‘Champion’? 

– Multi-level engagement (expert – novice) 
 

• We cannot force the tools to be used, but we can eliminate 
any impediments, misconceptions… 



Common (mis)conceptions about ‘wild’ 

genetic data 

• There is very little data 
– Molecular Ecology published 21 volumes, 12 issues per 

most volumes, 20 papers per issue = approx 3,500 papers 
alone 

– Our database of genetic studies on wild European 
threatened taxa has 4,000 publications… 

– Google Scholar, “Open Access” journals, GenBank, 
DRYAD,… 

• There are no common approaches 
– Methods do change but metrics are robust and can be 

applied across studies with care (development of EBV in 
BIP) 



Common (mis)conceptions about ‘wild’ 

genetic data 

• There are no repeated measurements 

– This is the case with many species but for 
some (livestock, crops, key wild species) this 
is not true either 

– Even where it is the case, data can still be 
collected in time for 2020… (if we advise 
people on what to collect and soon) 

• It is too expensive 

– Personnel is now the highest cost and this 
applies to everything…. 



How Zoo Populations 
Can Contribute to 

Conservation 

• Fundraising 
opportunities 

• Research collections 
(species biology and 
husbandry) 

• Education/exhibit 
opportunities  

• Demographic and 
Genetic backup for wild 
populations (eg Frozen 
Zoo) 


